8 ciry or I
P E O R | A Department of Public Works 2013

January 4, 2016

Mr. Eric Miller

Acting Executive Director

Tri-County Regional Planning Commission
456 Fulton St., Suite 401

Peoria, IL 61602

Dear Mr. Miller,

On behalf of the City of Peoria, | respectfully submit the following applications for the
PPUATS Fiscal Years 2015 & 2016 Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP). The City
is seeking funding from both 2015 and 2016 TAP to extend the Rock Island Greenway
rails to trails pathway south from the current terminus at Harvard Avenue to Park Avenue.
This trail will utilize an existing railroad bridge over War Memorial Drive and City-owned
vacated railroad right-of-way.

We feel that this project meets many of the stated MAP-21 and Envision HOI goals, as
well as the goals of the City's Comprehensive and Bicycle Master Plans, and will be an
invaluable asset to all users. This trail extension will provide a safe, accessible and
efficient connection across War Memorial Drive/US 150. This will encourage non-
motorized transportation trips, which will help lower roadway congestion, fuel consumption
and improve air emissions. We have received an outpouring of support from citizens and
stakeholders, which includes letters from the following groups: Peoria Park District,
Friends of Rock Island Trail, Bike Peoria, lllinois Valley Wheelm’'n and the Sierra Club.

Due to the size of the overall project, it has been divided into (3) three phases for
construction and funding. These phases start at the existing rails to trails terminus at
Harvard Avenue and continue south to Park Avenue, which provides on-street connectivity
to the trail at Glen Oak Park. The project will add about 1 mile of separated multiuse
pathway to be enjoyed by bicycle riders and pedestrians of all ages and abilities. The
phases are described below: '

e PHASE 1: HARVARD AVENUE TO 200' SOUTH OF THE WAR MEMORIAL RAILROAD
BRIDGE. This phase is requested in the 2015 TAP. This phase extends the existing
rails to trails path from Harvard Avenue across the existing railroad bridge over War
Memorial/US 150. This will include improvements to the existing railroad bridge and
625’ total feet of pathway.
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The estimate includes raising the bridge to the current IDOT clearance standard and
adding fencing to protect both those using the bridge and the vehicles below. The
City is requesting that IDOT allow the City to use the bridge at the existing elevation,
which would reduce the cost of the bridge improvements and allow more pathway
to be constructed.

e PHASE 2: 200" SOUTH OF WAR MEMORIAL RAILROAD BRIDGE TO VINE STREET.
This phase is requested in the 2016 TAP. This will extend the rails to trails another
3100’ to the south to the intersection of Vine Street. Included in this project will be
an on-street path, routed along City streets (Vine, Lakeview and Perry) and a
connection to the separated multiuse path at Glen Oak Park.

e PHASE 3: VINE STREET TO PARK AVENUE.
This phase may be a future TAP request. This will extend the trail another 1500’ to
the south to the intersection of Park Avenue. This extended trail will then be routed
along Park Avenue a short distance to the separated multiuse path at Glen Oak
Park.

We thank you for your consideration and look forward to continuing our efforts to
increase the pedestrian and bicycle safety throughout our community.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please do not hesitate to
contact me at 309-494-8823 or nstoffer@peoriagov.org.

Very truly yours,

Nicholas A. Stoffer, P.E.
Traffic Engineer

3505 N. Dries Lane
Peoria, IL 61604-1210
Ph: (309) 494-8800

F: (309) 494-8855
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Zoning_Parcels_01_13
Residence Districts

D A1 - Agricultural District
B RE - Estate Residential

[ R1 - single-Family Residential
[ R2 - single-Family Residential
[] Rra3- single-Family Residential
[ R4 - Single-Family Residential

RS - Residential Cluster Development P

[ Reé - Multi-Family Residential
R7 - Multi-Family Residential
- RB8 - Multi-Family Residential
Business and Commercial Districts
[ B1 - Downtown Business

C1 - General Commercial
B 2 - Large Scale Commercial
B CN - Neighborhood Commercial
CG - General Commercial
Office Districts

O1 - Arterial Office

P4 02 - Exclusive Office Park
Industrial Districts

B 1 - Industrial/Business Park
- 12 - Railroad/Warehouse Industrial
I 13 - General Industrial
Institutional District

- N1 - Institutional

Parking District

P1 - Parking
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Form Districts

D PR - Prospect Road

[.__] ST- sheridan Triangle

[=_a WH - Warehouse

[ v - West Main

Overlay Districts

g oR - Riverfront Overlay

oT- Controlled Thoroughfare Overlay
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PLEASURE DRIVEWAY and PARK DISTRICT

of PEORIA, ILLINOIS

s Bonnie W Noble Center, 1125 West Lake Avenue
Peoria, IL 61614-5935 = Phone (309) 682-1200 = Fax (309) 686-3352

Mr. Michael Rogers
Director of Public Works
City of Peoria

3505 N. Dries Lane
Pecria, IL 61604-1210

RE: PPUATS TAP funding application for War Memorial / US RTE 150 multi-use trail bridge crossing

Dear Mr. Rogers:

The Pleasure Driveway and Park District of Peoria enthusiastically supports the proposed TAP funding application
for repurposing and rehabilitating the abandoned railroad bridge over War Memorial Drive.

The Peoria Park District Rock Isiand Greenway, a multi-use walking and biking trail, provides an off-street walking
and biking connection 16 miles in length through the City of Pecria from the lllinois River to the State of lllinois
Rock Island Trail. The Greenway functions as an alternative traffic corridor for residents and tourists of all ages.
The Greenway currently leaves the old railbed and is routed through Springdale Cemetery. Although this routing
provides a peaceful and historic experience, it is not without its difficulties. Difficult wayfinding, interference with
funeral programs, and steep slopes are problematic for a major non-motorized transportation corridor.

Extending the Greenway along the vacant rail corridor is ideal, but the major hurdie has always been the existing
bridge over War Memorial Drive. Repurposing this bridge, while also bringing its clear height up to current
roadway standards for War Memorial Drive / US 150, is a winfwin situation for both motorized and non-motorized
traffic. Extending the Greenway across the bridge would provide a smooth, direct, and low-slope route for
pedestrians and bicyclists. Raising the bridge would provide increased safety for the driving public on War
Memorial / US 150

The Peoria Park District supports the application presented by the City of Peoria and we look forward to working
with the City to continue to extend and complete the Peoria Park District Rock Island Greenway.

Sincerely,

76071/}1@ N M /J C

Bonnie W. Noble
Executive Director
The Pleasure Driveway and Park District of Peoria lilinois

PEORIA PARK BOARD

TIMOTHY J CASSIDY KELLY A CUMMINGS WARREN E RAYFORD ROBERT L JOHNSON. SR
President Trustee Trustee Trustee
JACQUELINE J PETTY MATTHEW P RYAN NANCY L SNOWDEN
Trustee Trustee Trustee

BONNIE W NOBLE - Executive Director of Parks and Recreation



Friends of the Rock Island Trail, Inc.

Mike Rucker, President, 1003 W. Centennial Drive, Peoria, IL 61614
Phone: 309-692-0621 E-Mail: mikruc@aol.com

December 21, 2015
Attention: Nick Stoffer

City of Peoria

Traffic Engineering Department
3505 N. Dries Lane

Peoria, IL 61604

Dear Mr. Stoffer;

The Friends of the Rock Island Trail (FRIT) urges PPUATS to favorably consider the
COP’s TAP application for the multi-use trail bridge over War Memorial Drive.

FRIT is an active and involved organization which provides advocacy and volunteer
work for recreational trails as well as for pedestrian and bicycle access within the Tri-County
region and adjacent counties.

Renovation of the War Memorial railroad bridge is the key to completing the Rock Island
Greenway into downtown Peoria. It is a corridor and recreational facility that will be well used
by both bikers and recreational joggers and families.

It is well documented that installation of a recreation trail through any neighborhood
greatly enhances property values and helps to rejuvenate older neighborhoods.

The volunteers of the Friends of the Rock Island Trail wish to thank the City of Peoria for
applying for the TAP funds.

Be assured that our volunteers will assist in any possible way to further this project and to
support it once it has been completed.

- Thank you for your efforts with this project. ’

Mike Rucker, President
Friends of the Rock Island Trail

cc. Mayor Jim Ardis
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December 28, 2015
LETTER OF SUPPORT
To Whom It May Concern,

This letter is in support of the City of Peoria, and their grant application for the Transportation
Alternatives Program (TAP). As a nonprofit organization that represents and advocates for
hundreds of cyclists in Peoria, Bike Peoria NFP welcomes and supports improvements and
upgrades to the local cycling infrastructure.

The project as stated is to raise and repair the existing old railroad bridge over War Memorial
Drive in Peoria which would allow for the continuation of a mixed-use trail is a necessary and
needed linkage for the recreational and commuting cycling community. There are many positive
benefits of this project. Among those benefits are: increased accessibility, a more efficient and
direct connection for cycling use, and safer conditions than the current available option.

Bike Peoria NFP believes that the dedication of the City of Peoria’s efforts in making its
infrastructure more bike-friendly will profit the residents in the community immediately and in
the long term future. As such, we strongly recommend this project for approval and urge for your
financial support in the matter.

Sincerely,

Erik Reader
President, Bike Peoria NFP

612 West Main Street | Peoria, Illinois 61606
Phone: (309) 621-1706 | Email: BikePeoria@gmail.com | www.BikePeoria.org



December 23, 2015
To:
Mr. Nick Stoffer
cc: Mayor Jim Ardis
City of Peoria
Traffic Engineering Dept.
Peoria, IL 61604

Dear Nick,

The IVW was informed that the City of Peoria is applying for a grant through the Peoria/Pekin Urbanized Area
Transportation Study (PPUATS) via the Federal Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) in order to have the
funding to renovate the old railroad bridge crossing over War Memorial Ave. As an avid bicyclist and hiker who
uses the Rock Island Greenway (RIG) extensively, | fully support this plan. The IVW board of directors and | have
had many discussion with city officials through town hall meetings as well as through the Tri-County Regional
Planning Commission open houses regarding connecting the trail gap divided by War Memorial.

The IVW board of directors and | truly feel the renovating the railroad bridge will be the first step to linking
communities north of Peoria with communities east and south of Peoria via RIT/RIG. If combined with way finder
signage and kiosks along the trail, it can potentially bring tourists to the area businesses, especially the Riverfront
area as well as draw more local residents who wish to use bicycles instead of vehicles as the form of
transportation. On behalf of the IVW board, | thank you for leading this effort to improve the City of Peoria and
the RIG.

Kind regards,

Fai Mok

IVW President

Email: lvwheelmn@gmail.com
Website: www.ivwheelmn.org

lllinois Valley Wheelm’n Bicycle Club
P.O. Box 9129
Peoria, IL 61612

The Illinois Valiey Wheelm’n is a non-profit organization consisting of members throughout the Tri-County area. The purpose of IVW is to foster an
environment in which people can enjoy bicycling by 1. Promoting & encouraging recreational as well as utilitarian cycling activities. 2. Supporting members in
the sport of bicycle racing. 3. Promoting safe cycling. 4. Encouraging public facilities for bicycling including bicycle paths, trails, and roadways. 5. Cooperating
with public authorities in the observance of all traffic regulations and the education of the cycling public to such regulations. 6. Advocating the rights and
privileges of bicyclists.
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December 30, 2015

o

Mr. Nick Stoffer

City of Peoria Public Works Engineering Department
3505 N. Dries Lane

Peoria, IL 61604

emailed to: nstoffer@peoriagov.org

Dear Mr. Stoffer,

This letter is to let the City of Peoria know that Heart of lllinois Group Sierra Club strongly supports
your efforts to seek funding to raise and repair the War Memorial Drive railroad bridge near the current
end of the Peoria Park District trail at Harvard Street.

Heart of lllinois Group Sierra Club encourages the Peoria / Pekin Urbanized Area Transportation Study
to approve the City of Peoria’s Transportation Alternatives Program funding application for the multi-
use trail bridge over War Memorial Drive. We would like to add our encouragement and support for
this City of Peoria proposal. Having this bridge opened for public use would mean a wonderful
extension to the existing public recreation trail on the rail-banked right-of-way. This rails-to-trails
project has been a great asset for the area for hiking, jogging, bicycling, roller blading, cross country
skiing and other recreation. It provides an essential off-street north-south route through the city that
was sorely lacking for a very long time.

Making the War Memorial Drive bridge useable would be a major improvement to the trail. This bridge
has side walls and excellent potential for being a highly attractive asset to the trail. War Memorial
Drive is a five lane highway carrying major commuter traffic and it presents major safety challenges for
those wishing to cross it unless you go to existing stoplights numerous blocks away.

Heart of illinois Sierra Club has over 900 members across 15 counties in central Illinois, with most of
our members in the greater Peoria metropolitan area. We support efforts to make bicycling more
convenient and safe in Peoria and we hope this project will be approved.

Sincerely, 7
Py ( a2y Pl -
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Nick Stoffer

City of Peoria Traffic Engineer
Peoria City Hall

Peoria, IL 61602

December 31, 2016

Dear Mr. Stoffer

| am writing in support of the project to complete a bridge that will
safely extend the Rock Island Greenway over War Memorial. My
family and friends frequently enjoy the Greenway down to the end of
its completed portion, but seldom go any further because of the
difficulty of navigating up through the neighborhood and around the
business there and then through the steep cemetery roads. | know a
number of bike commuters on that side of town that would also love
to have an easier route to get to downtown. While my desire for an
extension of the route stems from recreational use, my friends (whom
| have encouraged to write also) have a much more practical need.
Recreation and ease of bike commuting are both important
components of quality of life and really enhance a community. | live on
the West Bluff and wish | had such a great bike route to get to work
downtown (but one thing at a time...).

| am proud to live in community that has such a wonderful
recreational system and am grateful for all that your office has done to
support that effort. | hope that you are successful in completing this
wonderful project.

Thapk you, )
%ﬁ@ /@}} 9(4543,«%

Ann Schmitt
1119 N. Institute PI.
Peoria, IL 61606




Rock Island Greenway — TAP Application
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Railroad Bridge - looking south




Rock Island Greenway — TAP Application
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Railroad Bridge - looking north
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