
 

Human Services Transportation Plan Steering Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, April 17, 2013 – 12:00 PM 

TCRPC Offices, 211 Fulton, Suite 207, Peoria, IL  
Meeting Minutes 

Jill Goforth called the meeting to order at 12:03 p.m. 
Welcome & Introductions  

 
Roll Call:           Present   Not Present 
 

 Debbie Daykin, Marshall-Stark Transportation 
Rural Area Subcommittee  

 John Redlingschafer, Tazewell County Board 
 Andrew Rinehart, Tazewell County Board  
 Tom Howes, Stark County Board 
 Rex Lewis, Fulton County Rural Transit (shared seat) 
 Barb Long, Fulton County Rural Transit (shared seat) 
Mary Patton, AARP, Peoria County 
James Thompson, Woodford County  
 Kraig McCluskie, Galesburg Transit 
Margaret Bent, VNA Community Services 
  John Hamann, Rural Peoria County Link 
 Travis McGlasson, Marshall County Board 
(Open, Fulton County) 
(Open, Marshall County) 
(Open, Woodford County)  
 

Ty Livingston, City of East Peoria 
Urbanized Area Subcommittee 

Renée Razo, Central Illinois Agency on Aging 
 Connie Schiele, paratransit user 
 John Williams, Greater Peoria Mass Transit District (shared seat) 
 John Stokowski, Greater Peoria Mass Transit District (shared seat) 
 Joe Alexander, Greater Peoria Mass Transit District (shared seat) 
 Jeannine McAllister, Advocates for Access 
 Dawn Harper, EPIC 
(Open seat to replace Mabel Van Dusen) 
 

Maggie Martino, TCRPC 
Others present 

Jill Goforth, TCRPC 
Katy Shackelford, TCRPC 
Melissa Eaton, TCRPC 
Greg Cassidy, TCRC 
Susan Lindsey, KCCDD 
Julie Main, City of Galesburg 
Jeff Hyde, PARC 
Johnny Simms, Council for Disadvantaged People 
Carolyn McCarter, Peoria Blind People’s Center 



 

John Harmon, FCRT 
 

Since there were several new individuals at this meeting, Jill Goforth gave an overview of the HSTP 
program, and explained the goals and priorities of Region 5.   

Introductions 

 

Debbie Daykin made a motion to approve the minutes, with a second from Rex Lewis.  The motion was 
unanimously approved with a voice vote.  

Approval of the July 11, 2012 Minutes 

 

 
Provider and Agency Updates 

Peoria County (CountyLink) 
John Hamann reported that Peoria County has run out of funding for transportation.  The Peoria County 
Board voted to fund the service until the end of the fiscal year.  There is a lot of demand for the service; 
unfortunately, lack of funding has forced them to raise fares and cut service.   
 
Tazewell County Board 
Two new individuals have been appointed to the HSTP committee via the Tazewell County Board.  
Andrew Rinehart introduced himself and explained that he is also a member of the Tazewell County 
Transportation Committee.  John Redlingschafer reported that he is a member of the Tazewell County 
Health Services Committee.   
 
VNA Community Services 
Margaret Bent reported that 2 of her 4 vehicles are broken down and out of service, and that she still 
hasn’t received her 2010 CVP vehicles.  VNA has been approached by the VA in Galesburg to 
potentially provide veterans transportation to Iowa City.   
 
Greater Peoria Mass Transit District 
John Williams reported that CityLift’s contract with MV Transportation ends June 30th.  The Greater 
Peoria Mass Transit District has issued an RFP for paratransit service.  The installation of mobile data 
terminals (MDTs) into their vehicles has been delayed until May. 
 
Peoria Area Blind People’s Center 
Carolyn McCarter explained that her agency has been through a lot of staff changes in the past year.  
She is now the executive director, replacing Mabel VanDusen.  The Blind People’s Center has 2 
vehicles for clients and is used primarily on Wednesdays.   
 
Tazewell County Resource Center (TCRC) 
Greg Cassidy reported that TCRC is still waiting to hear back from IDOT on the JARC grant.  TCRC is 
also dealing with certain barriers brought upon by new insurance requirements for vehicles.  
 
Galesburg Transit 
Julie Main reported that Galesburg Transit is applying for 2 hybrid buses.   
 
MSW Projects 
Debbie Daykin reported that she had Jill Goforth visit her agency in February to help Ms. Goforth get a 
better understanding of what MSW projects does on a day-to-day basis.  Ms. Daykin raised the concern 
of getting individuals from the urbanized area to rural areas of our region.   



 

 
Fulton County Rural Transit 
Rex Lewis reported that ridership at FCRT is up, and that they are running at 95% capacity all the time.   
 
EPIC 
Jeff Hyde introduced Dawn Harper, who is EPIC’s new transportation coordinator.   
 
City of East Peoria 
Ty Livingston reported that the city is continuing to work with CityLink to ensure that the new 
downtown is transit friendly.   
 
KCCDD 
St. Mary’s Square Living Center in Galesburg is in the process of closing their main facility and opening 
26 new Community Integrated Living Arrangement (CILA) homes.  The homes are spread out around 
Galesburg and Abingdon, which is creating more trips and putting more mileage on vehicles for 
KCCDD.  Though this is an exciting and beneficial change, the transition phase will be a challenge.   
 

Jill Goforth gave several updates on the CVP process.  She reminded all potential applicants that they 
must have an executed board resolution, a public hearing and a published notice of a public hearing, and 
letters of support.  She also explained that applications should be as detailed as possible, because IDOT 
has several new staff members who probably know very little about each individual organization.  Ms. 
Goforth announced that the applications would be due to her on Wednesday, May 15th, and that the 
committee would endorse applications at the June 5th HSTP committee meeting.   

CVP update 

 

Wheelchairs 
Discussion on HSTP Committee Goals 

Ms. Goforth gave an update on her work on the following goal:  Support transit advancements for 
changing demographic trends, including the increase in individuals with wheelchairs that are wider or 
heavier than the capacity of standard wheelchair lifts. 
 

• Ms. Goforth reported that her information request from each agency/provider confirmed that 
trips are being denied to individuals because of this issue.   

• Ms. Goforth reported that IDOT has now made vehicles equipped with 1000lb. lifts available 
through the CVP process.  Many agencies said this would fix the problem.  Rex Lewis indicated 
that the width of the wheelchair is more of an issue for FCRT.   

• Ms. Goforth asked if a universal access vehicle would better suit these needs.  Many agreed that 
they would, particularly, Rex Lewis.   

• The committee did not have any ideas for how to further pursue this issue. 
 
Expanding transportation options to Peoria and Bloomington-Normal 
Ms. Goforth started a discussion on this prioritized goal of the HSTP.  She began by asking agencies 
what their current service to Peoria consists of.  MSW projects reported that 50% of their clients need to 
get to the Peoria Area.  Peoria CountyLink reported that 96% of their trips are to and from the city of 
Peoria.  VNA Community Services used to travel to Peoria at least 4 times a week, but has had to cut 
down the service due to a lack of available vehicles.  Now, they travel to Peoria on Mondays and 
Fridays only, and have had to deny trips to individuals because of this cut in service.   
 



 

The committee expressed that they are most often travelling to doctor’s offices.  The committee did not 
have ideas or suggestions for how to move forward on this issue.   
 

Ms. Goforth reviewed the newly established meeting schedule.  The committee will meet on the 1st 
Wendnesday of every other month (even months). 

Other 

 

 
Adjourn 

Connie Schiele made a motion to adjourn the meeting, with a second by Mary Patton.  The meeting 
adjourned at 12:55 p.m.   
 
—Submitted by Jill Goforth 

 
 
 
 


