
 

Human Services Transportation Plan Steering Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, February 6, 2013 – 12:00 PM 
TCRPC Offices, 211 Fulton, Suite 207, Peoria, IL  

Meeting Minutes 

Jill Goforth called the meeting to order a 12:05 p.m. 
Welcome & Introductions  

 
Roll Call:           Present   Not Present 
 

 Debbie Daykin, Marshall-Stark Transportation 
Rural Area Subcommittee  

Dean Grimm, Tazewell County Board 
 Terry Hillegonds, Tazewell County Board  
 Tom Howes, Stark County Board 
 Rex Lewis, Fulton County Rural Transit (shared seat) 
 Barb Long, Fulton County Rural Transit (shared seat) 
Mary Patton, AARP, Peoria County 
James Thompson, Woodford County  
 Kraig McCluskie, Galesburg Transit 
Margaret Bent, VNA Community Services 
  John Hamann, Rural Peoria County Link 
 Travis McGlasson, Marshall County Board 
(Open, Fulton County) 
(Open, Marshall County) 
(Open, Woodford County)  
 

Ty Livingston, City of East Peoria 
Urbanized Area Subcommittee 

 Renée Razo, Central Illinois Agency on Aging 
 Connie Schiele, paratransit user 
 John Williams, Greater Peoria Mass Transit District (shared seat) 
 John Stokowski, Greater Peoria Mass Transit District (shared seat) 
  Joe Alexander, Greater Peoria Mass Transit District (shared seat) 
   Shirley Wells, Advocates for Access  
(Open seat to replace Mabel Van Dusen) 
(Open seat to replace Sandi Eberle, PARC) 
 

Maggie Martino, TCRPC 
Others present 

Jill Goforth, TCRPC 
Katy Shackelford, TCRPC 
Melissa Eaton, TCRPC 
Greg Cassidy, TCRC 
Susan Lindsay, KCCDD 
Brian Szuda, IVCIL 
Chris Mitchell, ADD committee, transit user 
Julie Main, City of Galesburg 
Jeff Hyde, PARC 



 

Lee Linwood, CIAA 
Jonathan Gauerke, ADDWC 
Jeannine McAllister, Advocates for Access 
Elizabeth Cox, Western Illinois Agency on Aging 
 

 

Debbie Daykin made a motion to approve the minutes, with a second from Ty Livingston.  The motion 
was unanimously approved with a voice vote.  

Approval of the July 11, 2012 Minutes 

 

 
Provider and Agency Updates 

CityLink 
At our last meeting in July, John Williams said that Sunday paratransit service would likely be available 
by the end of 2012.  John Williams informed the committee that there is not yet Sunday paratransit 
service, and there is no definitive date for when this service might begin.  Mr. Williams also informed 
the committee that the Mobile Data Terminals that were to be installed in paratransit vehicles in 
September 2012 has not yet happened.   
 
Tazewell County Resource Center (TCRC) 
Greg Cassidy explained that TCRC has been facing challenges in employment transportation due to a 
change in insurance regulations.  They will be needing additional vehicles in the coming year.  
 
Bryan Szuda 
LaSalle County is facing many delays in getting their transportation service started. 
 
Galesburg Transit 
Kraig McKluskie informed the committee that Galesburg Transit increased its ridership by 4 percent last 
year.  They will be receiving a vehicle this year through the CVP process.   
 
MSW Projects 
Debbie Daykin informed the committee that MSW Projects is now down one vehicle.  She also 
expressed frustration with the lack of transportation between metropolitan areas, such as Peoria to 
Bloomington-Normal. 
 
Fulton County Rural Transit 
Barb Long reported that FCRC is doing well, and is waiting to hear about the delivery of two new 
vehicles.  They received a 25 passenger diesel bus this year.  FCRC is looking at the feasibility of 
building a bus barn.   
 
PARC 
Jeff Hyde reported that PARC is reorganizing their existing vehicle fleet because of the issues Peoria 
County is facing with being unable to provide transportation services.   
 
City of East Peoria 
Ty Livingston reported that Costco is now open and has created 500+ new jobs.  The City is working 
with CityLink to ensure that the new downtown is transit friendly.  They are looking at adding a bus 
shelter.   
 



 

Jill Goforth reported that IDOT will renew a 2-year HSTP contract.  Her duties as HSTP coordinator 
will basically remain the same.   

HSTP Contract Renewal 

 

Ms. Goforth reviewed the changes to the JARC and New Freedom grant programs as a result of MAP-
21, which replaced SAFETEA-LU in September 2012.  The JARC grant program has been consolidated 
with the 5307 urban formula grant program, and the 5311 rural formula grant program.  New Freedom 
has been consolidated with the 5310 Specialized Transportation grant program.   

JARC/New Freedom/CVP 

 
Ms. Goforth announced that Tazewell County Resource Center (TCRC) has been awarded funding for 
their proposed JARC program.  TCRC will use the funding for both capital and operating assistance for 
transportation for their janitorial work program. 
 
Ms. Goforth informed the committee that CVP vehicles will be delivered by the end of the calendar 
year, with the exception of the super-medium duty vans.  The estimated date of arrival for the super-
medium duty vans is unknown at this time.  
 

Ms. Goforth gave the results of the HSTP priorities survey sent out last fall.  She then began an activity 
to help narrow down the ten prioritized goals to two to work on this year. 

Discussion on HSTP Committee Goals   

 
The Committee ranked the goals in the following order, from most important, to least important to work 
on in the coming year: 
 

1. Support transit advancements for changing demographic trends, including the increase in 
individuals with wheelchairs that are wider or heavier than the capacity of standard wheelchair 
lifts. 

2. Explore options and implement additional transportation between Fulton, Knox, Marshall, Stark, 
Tazewell, and Woodford Counties, and the Peoria and Bloomington-Normal areas. 

3. Continue to evaluate service needs that can be more efficiently and effectively provided by 
contracts with other agencies, and enter into contracts for such services. 

4. Establish evening and weekend service throughout the urbanized area. 
5. -Evaluate the employment transportation needs in the region, and determine those places in 

greatest need of service. 
-Improve demand-response access for seniors with limited mobility but who are ineligible for 
CityLift paratransit service. 
-Establish more handicapped accessible bus shelters. 

6. Work with the Rural Transit Assistance Center (RTAC) to expand transportation capacity and 
knowledge. 

7. Have the HSTP Committee and Coordinator become a forum for local transit issues, education, 
networking, and support. 

8. Insert a brochure or note explaining and promoting local transportation services in monthly 
utility bills.  

 
The committee discussed the top two goals.  Jim Thompson expressed that a lack of money and 
resources will be a barrier to achieving many of our goals.  Committee members agreed.  We came to 
the conclusion; however, that these wouldn’t be goals if they weren’t difficult to achieve.   
 



 

The committee discussed advocating for IDOT to include larger wheelchair lifts in bid specs, using low 
floor buses as opposed to using lifts, and researching how other states in the U.S. are dealing with this 
problem.   
 
The committee briefly discussed transportation options from rural to urban areas.  Julie Main expressed 
that Galesburg is losing their workforce office.  Individuals needing this service will now need 
transportation to Peoria or to the Quad Cities.  Committee members also brought up that there is no 
reverse transportation from Peoria to the rural areas.  Furthermore, many trips to Peoria consist of a 
single individual, which is neither cost nor time efficient. 
 

Ms. Goforth briefly updated the Committee on the Accessible Transportation Committee (ATCI) and 
their work on filling in the transportation gaps in the urbanized area.  The committee created a needs 
assessment survey that will be sent out to the communities of Creve Coeur, Marquette Heights, and 
North Pekin within the next month.   

Other 

 
Ms. Goforth proposed a regular meeting schedule.  The HSTP committee will now meet on the first 
Wednesday of every other month.  The next meeting is therefore scheduled for Wednesday, April 3 at 
noon.  Debbie Daykin mentioned that this date may have to be changed due to the RTAC conference, 
which is usually held in April.   
 

 
Adjourn 

Jill Goforth adjourn the meeting at 1:20 p.m. 
 
—Submitted by Jill Goforth 

 
 
 
 


