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Human Services Transportation Plan Steering Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, July 11, 2012 – 12:00 PM 

TCRPC Offices, 211 Fulton, Suite 207, Peoria, IL  
Meeting Minutes 

Jill Goforth called the meeting to order a 12:00 p.m. 
Welcome & Introductions  

 
Roll Call:           Present   Not Present 
 

 Debbie Daykin, Marshall-Stark Transportation 
Rural Area Subcommittee  

Dean Grimm, Tazewell County Board 
 Terry Hillegonds, Tazewell County Board  
 Tom Howes, Stark County Board 
 Rex Lewis, Fulton County Rural Transit (shared seat) 
 Barb Long, Fulton County Rural Transit (shared seat) 
Mary Patton, AARP, Peoria County 
James Thompson, Woodford County  
 Kraig McCluskie, Galesburg Transit 
Margaret Bent, VNA Community Services 
  John Hamann, Rural Peoria County Link 
 Travis McGlasson, Marshall County Board 
(Open, Fulton County) 
(Open, Marshall County) 
(Open, Woodford County)  
 

Sandi Eberle, PARC 
Urbanized Area Subcommittee 

Ty Livingston, City of East Peoria 
 Renée Razo, Central Illinois Agency on Aging 
 Connie Schiele, paratransit user 
 John Williams, Greater Peoria Mass Transit District (shared seat) 
 John Stokowski, Greater Peoria Mass Transit District (shared seat) 
  Joe Alexander, Greater Peoria Mass Transit District (shared seat) 
   Shirley Wells, Advocates for Access (Jodi Alwan came in her place) 
(Open seat to replace Mabel Van Dusen) 
 

Maggie Martino, TCRPC 
Others present 

Jill Goforth, TCRPC 
Greg Cassidy, TCRC 
Susan Lindsay, KCCDD 
John Harmon, Fulton County Rehabilitation Center 
Brian Szuda, IVCIL 
Dwain Cosby, CityLink 
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Joe Alexander made a motion to approve the minutes, with a second from Barb Long.  The motion was 
unanimously approved with a voice vote.  

Approval of the April 25, 2012 Minutes 

 

 
Provider and Agency Updates 

CityLink 
John Williams clarified what the Easter Seals Project Action Accessible Transportation Coalition 
Initiative (ATCI) event will consist of.  The event is being held August 15-16, 2012 and will be a chance 
for agencies and providers across the 7-county HSTP region to create an accessible transportation plan.  
He stated that more detailed information about the event will be forthcoming.   
 
John Stokowski stated that Sunday paratransit service will likely be available by the end of this year.  
The service will be partially funded by New Freedom grant funds.  Fixed route Sunday service for the 
general public will also become available, hopefully by 2014.   
 
John Williams explained that the Mobile Data Terminals funded by New Freedom should be installed in 
paratransit vehicles by September of 2012.   
 
Connie Schiele 
Connie Schiele expressed that she had been having difficulty getting through to CityLift dispatch.  
Multiple individuals were also having problems getting through.  The issue was resolved once CityLink 
and MV Transportation were informed of the problem.   
 
Peoria County 
John Hamann explained that Peoria County’s current ridership numbers are 60% higher than originally 
anticipated.  Unfortunately, these high ridership numbers are causing financial strain on Peoria County.  
Additionally, the County does not have enough vehicles to sufficiently meet this high demand.  Mr. 
Hamann stated that Peoria County has been in conversation with MV Transportation about the financial 
issues and has been talking with other Peoria agencies to discuss the possibility of sharing vehicles.   In 
addition, Mr. Hamann brought up the idea of establishing a regional or a county-wide mass transit 
district to address boundary issues.    
 
Tazewell County Resource Center (TCRC) 
Greg Cassidy explained that there has been a change in insurance policies and that staff will no longer 
be able to drive clients in their own personal vehicles.  This new policy will create a strain on their 
existing vehicle fleet; therefore, TCRC is looking to purchase 5 new vehicles to meet the added demand.   
 
We Care, Inc 
Jim Thompson explained that between Woodford and Tazewell Counties and Morton, We Care provided 
over 86,000 trips in FY 2012.   
 

Jill Goforth stated that she has been working on updating the HSTP for the past couple of months.  The 
following changes were made to the plan: 

Discussion on updated HSTP 

 
• The Goals and Objectives have been restructured and reworded.  The goal of increasing the 

number of options and affordability of public transportation for people with low incomes, people 
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with disabilities, older adults and the general public became the vision for the plan as a whole.  A 
goal was added specifically for improving and expanding transportation options within the 
urbanized area.  Additionally a goal of improving the transportation experience was added to the 
plan.     

• The Gaps and Needs section has been revised.  A gap was added to address the communities 
within the urbanized area that do not have public transportation service.   

• All maps within the HSTP have been updated to reflect 2010 census data, with the exception of 
disabled individuals throughout Region 5, as 2010 census data is not yet available for this 
category.   

• All census data within the plan have been updated to reflect 2010 data, with a few exceptions.  
Certain communities and counties do not have all 2010 census data available yet.  

 
The Committee made some suggestions on the Gaps and Needs section of the plan.  Specifically, 
members agreed to revise the gap of out of county transportation to include only trips from Region 5 to 
McLean County and from Knox County to Peoria.  All other issues were removed, as they are no longer 
issues for the region. 
 
Debbie Daykin stated that transportation for dialysis appointments puts a huge time strain on providers.  
These appointments are not located at one central location, and often take several hours.  This is 
inefficient for drivers and vehicles.  This issue will be addressed in our Goals and Strategies section.   
 

John Stokowski made a motion to approve the HSTP revisions with a second from Connie Schiele.  The 
revisions were unanimously approved with a voice vote.  

Approval of HSTP Revisions 

 

Jill Goforth briefly explained the newly passed legislation, Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st 
Century (MAP-21).  MAP-21 replaces SAFETEA-LU and will provide increases in overall transit 
investment through to September 30, 2012. It will restructure the formula grant programs.  Most 
notably, the former Section 5317 New Freedom program will be combined into the larger Section 5310 
program.  Additionally, the former Section 5316 Job Access and Reverse Commute program will be 
combined into the urban (5307) and rural (5311) formula funding programs.  Ms. Goforth stated that she 
will provide more detailed information once the details have been clarified by IDOT.   

Other 

 
The Committee decided to wait on scheduling the next meeting, which will be held in the next 2-3 
months.   
 

 
Adjourn 

Jill Goforth made a motion to adjourn at 1:17 p.m. 
 
—Submitted by Jill Goforth 

 
 
 
 


