	
	





March 2, 2012March 13, 2012

Re: Federal Funding Initiative: FY 12 Section 5309 Veterans Transportation and Community Living Initiative (VTCLI) II Grant

Introduction

The Division of Public and Intermodal Transportation (DPIT) is opening a call for projects for Section 5309 (b) (3), VTCLI II. The objective of VTCLI is to 1) increase the availability of community transportation resources for Veterans and those with disabilities; 2) create partnerships between transportation providers, Veterans, and military communities; and 3) increase involvement of Veterans and military communities in local coordinated Human Services Transportation Plan (HSTP) processes. Building on the success of the “One-Call Center” model of the United We Ride (UWR) program, the expansion of One-Call/One-Click center brings together transportation options available to the general public to Veterans and their families. 

Below is your State contact for the Bus Livability Initiative:

Radha Hemmige/Project Manager/IDOT 100 W. Randolph/Suite 6-600
Chicago, IL 60601/Ph: 312-793-3660
Radha.Hemmige@illinois.gov
	
	


All interested applicants must complete the call for projects form and submit electronically to Radha.hemmige@illinois.gov  no later than Friday, April 6, 2012.

Eligible Applicants 
The State is applying on behalf of rural 5311 providers. Urbanized Section 5307 recipients and private carriers will apply directly with FTA.
Eligible Projects and Expenses – State Application
VTCLI II awards will be approved for those projects which 1) identify transportation and mobility needs of Veterans and the military community; 2) create or increase the One-Call/One Click model for Veterans; 3) demonstrates a community coalition of transportation, involving Veterans service providers through project implementation; 4) increases Veterans in the Human Services Transportation Plan (HSTP) planning process, or local coordination; 5) provide performance measures for reporting purposes. 

VTCLI II funds only capital costs at 80/20 federal to local match. Transit Development Credits may be used for local match. 
Eligible expenses are capital only, not operating. Management, vehicle purchases, and vehicle modifications are not eligible expenses under VTCLI II . 

Eligible expenses are limited to those related to the establishment of a One-Call/One-Click center and technologies to ensure transportation service connectivity. Such expenses include, but are not limited to: hardware and software, and in vehicle technology.

Project Evaluation

The Federal program guidelines have identified the following four criteria by which a project will be evaluated. It is imperative that the form is filled out as completely yet succinct as possible.

1. Planning and Partnership
The project 1) demonstrates experience with regional coordinated transportation and human services planning; 
2) demonstrates prior work on Veterans’/military family mobility issues, and  incorporates these needs into a locally developed plan prior to VTCLI funds being available; 3) demonstrates a partnership  with transportation organizations, Veteran/Military Governmental service providers, Veteran/military service organizations, 
4) demonstrates partnerships with existing One-Call/One-Click centers. 

Letters of support from each demonstration area above is imperative for project qualification.

2. Project Readiness
The project will start upon receiving funding, and includes indications of short-term, mid-range, and long-term goals.

3.   Technical, Financial, and Legal Capacity
Technical:
The project demonstrates technical capacity through updating the locally coordinated Human Services Transportation Plan (HSTP), and addresses the mobility challenges of Veterans and military families through locally coordinated transportation strategies. This project will utilize performance measures to monitor and evaluate the program goals of VTCLI as listed in the introduction.

Financial:
The project seeks local funding beyond transit development credits (TDCs), and includes a plan for long-term sustainability of the project.

Legal:
The project has no legal issues which prevent acceptance of Federal funds.

4.   Demonstrated Need for Resources
The project demonstrates a need for resources through elaborating on the following: 1) Veterans served by project and the service area; 2) percentage of Veterans with disabilities from the entire Veterans population; 3) closes military support services; 4) transportation barriers for Veterans and military families; 5) existing public, non-profit, and for-profit transportation providers; 5) demonstrate how the One-Call/One Click center will address the mobility needs of the population listed in parts 1 and 2 of this section; and 6) how Veterans will be engaged throughout the project.



5. Local Planning and Endorsement
The project responds to one or more of the strategies identified in the locally coordinated plan.  This includes service gaps, challenges of the project area, or other issues. You may attach or paste portions from the locally coordinated plan.

If you have any additional questions, please contact Radha Hemmige at 312-793-3660 or via email at Radha.Hemmige@Illinois.gov.  IDOT appreciates your cooperation with this constrained timeline.

Sincerely, 

Radha K Hemmige
_________________________________		
Radha K. Hemmige
Project Manager			
Illinois Department of Transportation 			
Division of Public and Intermodal Transportation	



FY 2012 IDOT DPIT Section 5309 VTCLI II Call for Projects Application

AGENCY INFORMATION
	Agency Name:
	[bookmark: Text1]     

	Agency Type
	[bookmark: Check1]|_|Rural                                                Urbanized (apply directly with FTA)



	Agency Contact Name
	[bookmark: Text2]      

	Agency Address
	[bookmark: Text9]     

	Agency Contact email address
	[bookmark: Text3]     

	Agency Contact phone number
	[bookmark: Text4][bookmark: Dropdown1]       



PROJECT INFORMATION: Please provide a brief summary of the proposed project. You may attach additional documents if needed. 

	[bookmark: Text14]     








PROJECT EVALUATION: Please refer to the project evaluation section for information on each of the assessment areas below. Your project will be evaluated based on what is provided. You may attach additional pages if needed.

1. PLANNING AND PARTNERSHIP: Please provide a summary of how the project demonstrates planning and partnership:
	     















[bookmark: Text17]
INSERT AGENCY NAME HERE

2. PROJECT READINESS : Please provide a summary of how the project demonstrates project readiness:
	     









3. TECHNICAL, FINANCIAL, AND LEGAL CAPACITY: Please provide a summary of how the project demonstrates technical, financial, and legal capacity:
	     








4. DEMONSTRATION OF NEED FOR RESOURCES: Please provide a summary of how the project fits the demonstration of need for resources requirement.
	     








5. LOCAL PLANNING AND ENDORSEMENT: Please describe how the project responds to one or more of the strategies identified in the locally coordinated plan.  This includes service gaps, challenges of the project area, or other issues. You may attach or paste portions from the locally coordinated plan:

[bookmark: Text15]     












INSERT AGENCY NAME HERE


PROJECT BUDGET					
	Total Project Cost

	[bookmark: Text6]$     


	Total Estimated Capital Assistance requested (80% in net costs)
	$     


	Total Local Match (20%)
	$     


	Project will utilize transit development credits (TDCs)
	[bookmark: Check2][bookmark: Check3]|_|Yes                                    |_|No



	Additional information detail and/or attachments (not required):
[bookmark: Text11]     



	Agency Representative Signature
[bookmark: Text12]     
	Date:
[bookmark: Text13]     
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