Appendix H: VOLUNTEER LETTER

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Thank you for considering helping our project! Brilliant.Bright.Community. is an effort to prepare for the Peoria, Tazewell and Woodford tri-county region’s future development. We are currently lead by many community partners including: Peoria Park District’s Youth and Outreach Intervention Division (ELITE), Peoria Housing Authority, Peoria Opportunities Foundation, Economic Development Council for Central Illinois, Arts Partners for Central Illinois, the City and County of Peoria, and many others. Our job is to plan for the future and to do that we need to know what our community wants. We need YOU to help us get the community’s opinions, as leaders of the region decide on issues pertaining to: transportation, economic development, housing, natural resources, availability of food, and arts and culture. 
The tri-county region has much to be proud of, but there are also improvements that can and should be made as we create our future. Few things are as important for planning effective development as having good information to work off of, and without your help we won’t be able to get it. We are asking you to help us distribute and collect the surveys that will assess the community’s feelings about our area. 
Volunteering
	We’re preparing to survey 1,500 households from across the tri-county area, using the ‘drop-off, pick-up’ method. Just like it sounds, surveys will be dropped-off at the households for the residents to fill out and then picked-up later, once complete. 
Specifically we are asking you to work in a team of two, go around your area (in car, on foot or bike, your choice), drop-off surveys to a list of households we’ll provide, and then retrieve them once they’re completed. 
People are more likely to fill out a survey if they have personal contact with a member of the group that’s giving the survey, so we’re also asking that you try to talk with the people you give the survey to and give them a brief explanation of what we’re asking them to do (fill out the survey) and why (have their voice heard).
	To make things properly scientific, we also need to keep track of who gets a survey, who refuses, who completes a survey, if a house is vacant, etc. So we’ll give you some index cards to keep track of what happens at each of your assigned households and show you how we’d like you to do that.
	This brings us to the last thing we’re asking you to do, which also happens to be the first: come to a training session. We’ll give you more detail about precisely how you’ll deliver the surveys, what to say when you talk with residents and how to make notes on your distribution. Training will be held on January 16th, at 9 am at the River Plex in Peoria.
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